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PROJLGT AUUAMTONE

UPEBATIONAL CONCEPYT - WINTER/SPRING 1958

1. Ubjectives: Primary objsctive of the pruposec cperations is to
cutain coverage of extreomely high priority targets in the USSR whick for
eperational plannlag have becn grouped into sortns 13 areasz each havieg homo-
geacous wasther. Three of those have been deterriined to have tep priority.
Four areas can best be resched from Turkey, foar from iapan, one frun
Uerwany| The secondary objective is
to obtain as mach useful coverage as possible cutside of the primary tazgaet
dreas without increasing the total nuniber of inissions for this parpoese or
incurrisg additional risks.

L. Hestrictions:

4. HAINBOW® covered sircraft will be eirploysd on all niissions
#ith the sxception of two ATes in ebstern cantral Siberia where the
range of alrcraft thus equipped is insufficient but where Russian radar
defonmes ure relatively weak.

b, bMilssions will be cormpressed into as short a time period as
foasible after eporations have Desn initiated.

e Operstions will be initisted as scon as RAINBOW eguippad
aircraft are available, sisce it mast be sssuned that with the
passage of tine the rish of interception will incresse.

3. Wonthes: Tha target areas bave baen defined on the basis of pre-
vailing clixatic paiterns in such 8 way that the sains weathey m:ay be expacted
to prevall over all of the targets in any ons arsa. Thus oach ared should
oe coverable with a siagle mission. Cppertunities Ay pven Arise o cover
two areas on ths sarmse mission. Broadly speaking, during the first six rn:osathe
of the calendar yedr the largest anount of clear waather occurs Svay the
several ihrget arsae &t the following tises:

Far Zast excluding SAMUCHATEA -- February and March
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Ceantral biberia -- February and March
TYURS TAM «= April and May

Western HAuseia excluding WHITE SEA ares -- March, with
May as socond cheice

WHITE S£A Area -« April ihrough June

i. Eguipment: Two sircrail without RAINBOW covering are already
in place in the Far East and thres at Adana, One RAINBOW equipped air-
craft can be available in the Far Zast by 25 February and two thus cquipped
in Adana by 15 iarch. I'wo additional HAINBOW aircrait will be avallable
in late March for allocation to sither Detachoont as required. Thess nsunbers
are believed adequate to support the sperations outlined below, and it iz antici~
pated that, alter the delivery dates indicated, weather will be the limiting
factor on the rate of oparation.

3. Qperational Concept: Operations will bu cordacted in the four
phases given below. Specific target areas will be selacted and wissions
planned on the basis of forecast weather, and no wission will be launched if
the weather forscast for the target ares is marginal or if the forecast carries
a high degree of uncertainty,

A, & preliminary mission, designed in part to probe l.ussian
defenses, will be undertaksn in the Far Zast as soon as & BAINBOW
sircralt is available. The target will be selected and the wission
planeed in such a way as to invelve a relatively shatlow {300 to 500
mwiles) penstration over territory which is for the most part sparsely
inhabited. (The xivet probable targets are KOMSOMOLSK or
UKRANIA )

b. Upon the successful compietion of this mission and in the
absence of any ovidence of an increased Soviet interception capability,
missions will be conducted against the three top priority target areas
referred to in paragraph l. above. i erder to waxixize the chance
of securing this sssential coverags, ne other overflights wiil be under-
takon {except as provided in paragraph 5.c. balow) until these thres
missions have been accon:plished.
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C¢. Atthe sarliest possible date, which is axpected to be no
socner thas 15 blarch, & staging base will be ostablished in |

1
| jand missions against four target areas in Siberia will be con-
ducted thersfrom:. Ome of these arcas i3 within range ealy fren:
and all of tham can be reached with shorter missions and
AT OR, r lighter radar deflenses from this location than fron: any
other available base. Because the proportion of clear weathar over
these targets diruinishes after March, and because extended occupa-
tion of a base in is undesirable for security and speraticnal
reasons, thess missions (one of which is cne of the three having top
priority) will not be delayed in accordance with paragraph 5.b. pre-
ceding.

4. Milasions will be conducted against the reaining target
areas after the completion of the three missions called for in para-
graph 3.5, above. It is anticipated that the last ruissions to be
lasnched will be those against KAMCHATEKA, the WHITE SEA and
& possible third far northara area. These will invoive the use of
& staging baso in West Gormany or and possibly
of one in Alaska.

6. Timing: It is bellcved that the pralininary scission {phasc vne)
can be carried out in late February, that coverage of the three top priority
aress can probably be completed inm March, and that the whole progras can
be completed by 20/38 April. Tha total thiue spen would of course bs shorter
but for the detsrmination to wait for the complation of the three top pricrity

missions before mle:H.ma_m..u_nlu the tin.e reguired to prepara for
and carry oul staging and & northern iuropean base.

7. Fulure Planning: Upon the conclusion of the above opsrations,
the prespects for this activity will be re~axamined with particular reference
tot mew or cutstanding requirements for reconnaissance, intelligence then
available ou Aussian intercepilion capabilities, and the status of developments
which might reduce the vunerability te interception. On the basis of this

study plans for the future of the activity will be formalated and will be
reviewod with higher authority.
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